Honors 10 Journals 2014-2015
Ok – so every year Honors 10 requires that you do some thinking outside the 50 minute classroom experience. (Gosh I hope you do that anyway….)  At times (about once a week), I will ask the entire class to journal about a specific topic related to our study.

At least one additional time each week, I’d like you to journal in an open-ended fashion. (I will not designate any in-class time for this activity – take care of business outside of class.) Open-ended means you can write about anything as long as it relates somehow to what we’ve been studying. The trouble with open-ended is that too many people seem to think they don’t have anything to write about. This suggests, of course, that they don’t think about anything. (I start to feel a little sick every time I think that this may be the case.)  
The entry you write MUST relate in some way to Honors 10 – perhaps you did not participate in a discussion but you have strong feelings about something that was discussed and you’d like to address those thoughts.  Perhaps something we talked about got you thinking about something else that you have recognized about humans, their behaviors, their decisions, their successes and/or their failures.  Perhaps something struck very close to home for you – a decision a character made is much like one you made.  An author has challenged you morally, ethically, logically or emotionally.  Perhaps something in Prep inspired you to write a poem, write an editorial, write a personal letter to someone (real or fictional).  Your journal this year is a place for you to further pursue or explore issues about the human condition and the world in which you live.  
So you will write once a week (on your own time).  You will hand the journal in, once a week.  I WILL respond to what you’ve written (perhaps I will agree, disagree, ask a few questions).  I will return it to you the next day.  You will be free to write your next journal as a response to something I’ve asked or said, or you can move on to another insight you’ve had for the next required entry.  

How long will the entries be?  Hmmm…..I’m thinking at least a page.  Explore the issue at hand as completely as you can. (If you “can’t think of what else to write about it” – then is it really an issue worth writing about in the first place?)

Your journal entry for the week is due every _________________________.  You may not “make up” entries.  I will not accept journals slid under my door on Friday night.  If you miss a week, you miss a week and you take a hit.  Own it.  You may not “stockpile” entries either.  At the end of each quarter I will give the journal a grade.  
Ok?  Ok!  I look forward having a passionate exchange of insights and perceptions with you.

